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Hello, Everyone:

With Veterans Day coming up next week, | want fitet on the positive relationships between someunf
youth and community partners that have grown amatithed during the past year. What started leat gs a
Veterans Day visit by some of our secure care ytuthe Louisiana War Veterans Homes has become an
ongoing relationship for youth at Bridge City anga&son. The Jetson choir receives many invitations
perform at community events, including the CityBalker Veterans Day program this Sunday.

At the recent Community Partners event at Bridgg, @i representative from the Southeastern Loussiar
Veterans Home said the BCCY youth who volunteeiydaighten the day of veterans they visit. Slesaibed
the youth as respectful, well-behaved, and a te=tato the great job being done at the facilityne®@f the kids
talked about how he benefits from the volunteegpam and the opportunity to help others. Darnekaid
volunteering gave him a special appreciation fergacrifices made by veterans. "When | visitedathe
veterans home,” he said, “l was told | was makimtifference in the community, but | felt a diffecenin me."

At a Community Partners program held at Swansoepeesentative of the Northeast Louisiana War \Agter
Home said the youth help build morale for the restd by visiting with the veterans. “Swanson yqughform
many services at the War Veterans Home and hawedi@édo give back to the community, so they wiltdme
productive citizens when they are released,” he. sai

| want to extend a sincere thanks to the many @diflvgho are military veterans, as well as thoseate active
service members. As a nation we are still engagedtive military conflicts in the Middle East and
Afghanistan, and our service men and women, togeithb their families, are still making great sdices daily
for our country. You deserve our heartfelt thanks.

We should also extend our deepest condolenceg tathilies of the service personnel who lost thees or
were injured in yesterday'’s tragedy at Fort Hoodere a military doctor unleashed a barrage of genfdonce
again, this proves that violence is not the angwéustration and the issues we all face sometindesa nation,
we need to practice what we teach our youth -rib#ting that happens to us is so bad that we sheatatt to
violence. There are other appropriate responsdgetoegative emotions that engulf every one oft tisrees.

My thanks to all of our OJJ staff, in every offi@ed facility, for the daily sacrifices you makeneet the
mission. Wishing each of you a pleasant Vetekzans

A special shout-out to my dear Dad: Thanks forrygarvice in WWII, Dad!

Sincerely,
‘DocC”  Dr. WMany Livens

Mary L. Livers, MSW, PH.D, Deputy Secretary

Office of Juvenile Justice ¢ PO Box 66458 e Baton Rouge, LA 70836 e e: Whatsupdoc?0JJ@la.gov ® www.oyd.louisiana.gov



